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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Robin Tidwell, President 
Missouri Writers Guild

Submit 

News, articles, and 

conferences/events 

to the newsletter! 

Deadlines: 
August 15 

(Sept. newsletter) 

November 15 

(Dec. newsletter) 

February 15 

(Mar. newsletter)

May 15
(June newsletter) 

To: 

mwg.press@gmail.com 

Happy spring! I 
think . . . I’m almost 
afraid to get my 
hopes up!
Since this is my last 
official newsletter, I 
wanted to give 
you a quick recap of 
this past year:

We’ve updated, added to, revised, and 
reviewed the MWG social media accounts, 
bylaws, and website; we have an amazing 
conference coming up the end of April. I 
believe the Guild is well on its way to expand 
and become a driving force in Missouri for 
authors, writers, and readers.

We have also added a total of 33 new 
members!

The Board has met, virtually, nearly every 
month since last year’s conference, and all 
have given generously of their time and 
talent. The Guild—all of you—has worked 
hard as well, recruiting new members and 
renewing current memberships, as well as 
interacting via email and social media and 
contributing to our website, Facebook page, 
and our own website.

Big thank-yous to the 2015-2016 Board, 
particularly those who served under duress: 
Mary-Lane Kamberg, vice president and 
conference chair; Camille Subramanian, 
secretary; Donna Essner, treasurer; Larry 
Wood, historian; Liz Schulte, publicity 
director; Sheree Nielsen, board liaison officer;     

and of course, our emeritus members from 
2014-2015, Lisa Miller, Steve Wiegenstein, 
and Kristi Makansi.
As you all know, elections are held at the 
upcoming conference during the annual 
business meeting. Please do consider 
throwing your hat in the ring and serving on 
the MWG Board for the upcoming year. You 
can read the “job descriptions” on our 
website under the bylaws section, but here 
are some simple definitions for you to think 
about:

President—preside over Board meetings, 
organize, ensure the work of the Board is 
completed
Vice-President—take over in President’s 
absence, chair the conference committee
Secretary—responsible for all
correspondence and meeting notes
Treasurer—handles finances
Historian—keeps records of the history of the 
MWG
Publicity Director—keeps social media 
accounts up to date and publishes quarterly 
newsletter
Board Liaison Officer—communicates with 
Chapters

The jobs are not difficult; there are no 
special qualifications to serve other than 
being a full member of the Guild. And of 
course, those currently serving will remain 
in emeritus positions for the coming year, 
available to help you as needed. 

The MWG wants YOU!
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CONTESTS/SUBMISSIONS CONFERENCES

NOTES
Members—be sure to upload your books to the 
website!

Chapters—add or update your infor-mation! 
Please send any info for our writers resource page 
to
president@missouriwritersguild.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter—we’ll like/
follow back! 

Corporate memberships are also availa-ble for 
businesses in the writing indus-try—please see our 
website for more information! 

EXPERIENCE NEEDED

Do you know someone who does cover design, 
publishing, editing, or mar-keting? Would you 
recommend them to another writer?

If so, please send their website and/or contact info to 
mwg.press@gmail.com for inclusion on our Writers’ 
Resources page on the website. 

http://clicks.skem1.com/trkr/?c=37812&g=1353&p=1e9d02a50a95097aa5a21900f4c483cf&u=2008f4a2ffa57b494a588b22fc2c9ac5&q=&t=1
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M
issouri W

riters G
uild invites you to spend a day 

exploring the business of w
riting and publishing 

w
ith agents, editors and leading industry experts. 	


W
orkshops are lim

ited to w
riters over age 18.
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.J

osé F
aus, O

pening R
em

arks (Saturday)	

J

osé F
aus, a native of B

ogota, C
olum

bia, Faus is a poet, 
w

riter and playw
rite and a founding m

em
ber of the 

L
atinos W

riters C
ollective. 	


P
am

 G
rout, K

eynote Speaker	

P

am
 G

rout has w
ritten 17 books including the 

international bestseller, E
-Squared: 9 D

o-it-Y
ourself 

E
nergy E

xperim
ents to Prove your T

houghts C
reate 

Y
our R

eality) and articles for C
N

N
 Travel, H

uffington 
Post and People m

agazine	


.	
R
achel R

enee R
ussell, K

eynote Speaker	

R

achel R
enee R

ussell is the N
ew

 Y
ork Tim

es best 
selling author of Sim

on and Schuster's T
he D

ork 
D

iaries novels. It has sold m
ore than 24 m

illion copies 
in m

ore than 32 languages and has been recently 
optioned as a m

ovie by L
ionsgate Sum

m
it Film

s. 
!

J
anelle W

alden-A
gyerm

an, A
gent	


J
anelle W

alden-A
gyerm

an  is a literary agent w
ith 

M
arie B

row
n A

ssociates literary services. H
er client list 

includes N
ew

 Y
ork Tim

es bestselling author Sharon M
. 

D
raper, as w

ell as authors w
ho w

rite for adults. She 
represents authors of both adult and children's 
literature.	


!
A

m
y C

loughey, A
gent	


A
m

y C
loughey is an agent w

ith K
im

berley C
am

eron &
 

A
ssociates . She is actively building her client list w

ith 
both debut and veteran w

riters. She enjoys literary and 
upm

arket fiction of all types in addition to com
m

ercial 
fiction including m

ystery or suspense, narrative 
nonfiction and travel or adventure m

em
oir.s	


R
eiko D

avis, A
gent	


R
eiko D

avis is an agent at D
eFiore and C

om
pany. She 

w
ants to discover books that surprise her and m

ake her 
feel som

ething. She’s looking for w
ell w

ritten, voice-
driven books, in the adult, young adult, m

iddle grade, 
and narrative nonfiction categories.	

!

A
driana D

om
inguez, A

gent	

A

driana D
om

inguez is an agent w
ith Full C

ircle 
L

iterary. H
er list includes national and international 

bestsellers. She represents children’s books and select 
adult fiction and nonfiction..	


A
bby Saul, A

gent	

A

bby Saul joined B
row

ne &
 M

iller L
iterary A

ssociates 
in 2013 after spending five years in publishing. She’s 
looking for great and engrossing w

riting, no m
atter 

w
hat the genre, and is actively exploring new

 digital 
possibilities for books.	


!

!
P

hilip M
artin, E

ditorial D
irector	


P
hilip M

artin is E
ditorial D

irector for C
rickhollow

 
B

ooks and C
rispin B

ooks in M
ilw

auikee, W
isconsin. 

T
hey publish books for children and adults including 

practical guides for w
riters, thought-provoking books 

on nature, history, cultural heritage, and spirituality, as 
w

ell as instructional how
-to books. In fiction, he looks 

literary, com
m

ercial, and genre fiction, including 
chapter books for young readers.	


G
eorgia M

cB
ride, P

ublisher	

G

eorgia M
cB

ride is the founder of G
eorgia M

cB
ridge 

M
edia G

roup, hom
e of M

onth9B
ooks, Sw

oon R
om

ance 
and Tantrum

 B
ooks. In addition to publishing m

ore 
than 120 authors, she develops w

ork for film
 and 

television. H
er firm

 w
orks w

ith notable agents including 
the W

riters H
ouse, IC

M
 Partners, Paradigm

 and m
ore. 

In addition G
eorgia M

cB
ride M

edia G
roup is 

represented at both the B
ologna and L

ondon book fairs 
as w

ell as B
ook E

xpo of A
m

erica and R
om

antic Tim
es 

C
onvention in the U

.S. 	


D
eborah R

einhardt, M
anaging E

ditor	

D

eborah R
einhardt is m

anaging editor of A
A

A
 

M
idw

est Traveler and A
A

A
 Southern Traveler. In the 

25 years as m
anaging editor for A

A
A

 M
issouri 

publications, T
he tw

o m
agazines are m

ailed bim
onthly 

to 900,000 people across seven states. 

L
earn from

 S
easoned P

rofessionals!
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E
ileen R

obinson, P
ublisher (Sunday)	


E
ileen R

obinson is the founder and publisher of M
ove 

B
ooks. Prior to M

ove she w
as E

xecutive E
ditor at 

C
hildren’s Press, a division of Scholastic, Inc. and in 

that capacity aw
arded forty five publishing contracts to 

M
issouri A

uthors. E
ileen is looking for books that 

appeal to boys but w
ith cross over appeal for girls..	


A
pril R

oy, L
ibrarian	


A
L

A
 C

aldecott and C
oretta Scott K

ing	

A

pril R
oy w

as just nam
ed L

ibrarian of theY
ear by the 

C
arnegie Foundation and the N

ew
 Y

ork Tim
es. She 

serves on several A
m

erican L
ibrary A

ssociation 
com

m
ittees, including C

aldecott and C
oretta Scott 

K
ing. She is B

luford B
ranch m

anager of K
C

 Public 
L

ibrary. 	


E
rick M

cH
enry, K

S P
oet L

aureate	

E

ric M
cH

enry is a nationally know
n poet and associate 

professor of E
nglish at W

ashburn U
niversity in Topeka, 

K
ansas. H

is w
ork has been featured in Slate and Y

ale 
R

eview
. H

e also contributes poetry review
s for the N

ew
 

Y
ork Tim

es. E
ric has been nom

inated for the Pushcart 
Prize for poetry, received the 2011 T

heodore R
oethke 

Prize, and the 2007 K
ate Tufts D

iscovery A
w

ard, the 
largest A

m
erican prize for a first book of poetry.	


C
rystal A

llen, A
uthor	


C
rystal A

llen is the hilarious author of several m
iddle 

grade books for children. H
er first book, H

ow
 L

am
ar's 

B
ad Prank W

on a B
ubba Sized Trophy w

as acquired at 
auction as part of a tw

o book deal by B
alzer and B

ray a 
division of H

arperC
ollins. H

er new
est book, T

he 
A

m
azing M

aya Tibbs debuted in January 2016 as the 
start of a new

 m
iddle grade series.	


Terry A
llen, P

layw
right	


Terry A
llen has a Ph.D

. in playw
riting from

 Southern 
Illinois U

niversity at C
arbondale and is an E

m
eritus 

Professor of T
heatre A

rts at the U
niversity of W

iscon-
sin-E

au C
laire, w

here he taught acting, directing and 
playw

riting. H
e served on the N

ational Selection Team
 

and Playw
riting A

w
ards C

om
m

ittee for the K
ennedy 

C
enter/A

m
erican C

ollege T
heatre Festival. H

e has di-
rected w

ell m
ore than 100 plays.	


B
arbara B

artocci, M
otivational Speaker	


B
arbara B

artocci is a m
otivational speaker, author, and 

spiritual life coach. She is the author of nine inspira-
tional books and is published in G

ood H
ousekeeping, 

R
eaders D

igest, Fam
ily C

ircle, W
om

an’s D
ay, Self, 

G
lam

our, and m
any others. She is a form

er m
anaging 

editor for H
allm

ark C
ards and w

as president of an ad-
vertising/public relations firm

 for ten years.	


A
ngela C

ervantes, A
uthor	


A
ngela C

ervantes’ first m
iddle-grade novel, G

aby, L
ost 

and Found (Scholastic; 2013) sold over 300,000 copies 
and w

ill be follow
ed by A

llie, First A
t L

ast, this spring. 
A

ngela earned a degree in E
nglish from

 the U
niversity 

of K
ansas. She co-founded L

as Poetas, an all-fem
ale 

poetry group. K
ansas C

ity Star M
agazine recognized 

her as one of K
ansas C

ity’s E
m

erging W
riters.	


G
w

endolyn H
ooks, A

uthor	

G

w
endolyn H

ooks is the author of seventeen books for 
children. She is a frequent speaker and expert at school 
visits. G

w
endolyn w

rites funny books, adventurous 
books, m

ysterious books, as w
ell as inform

ative books to 
pique the interest of the child w

ho struggles w
ith read-

ing. She lives in O
klahom

a C
ity.	


!
J

en M
ann, N

Y
T

 B
estselling A

uthor	

J

en M
ann is the author of the N

ew
 Y

ork Tim
es B

est-
seller: People I W

ant to Punch in the T
hroat: C

om
peti-

tive C
rafters, D

rop-O
ff D

espots, and O
ther Suburban 

Scourges w
hich w

as a Finalist for a 2014 G
oodreads 

R
eader's C

hoice A
w

ard. H
er latest book is Spending the 

H
olidays w

ith People I W
ant to Punch in the T

hroat.	


H
arvey Stanbrough, A

uthor	

H

arvey Stanbrough is an aw
ard-w

inning w
riter w

hose 
w

orks have been nom
inated for the Frankfurt (G

er-
m

any) B
ook Fair A

w
ard, the Forew

ord M
agazine E

n-
graver’s A

w
ard, the Pushcart Prize, the B

E
A

 (N
Y

) 
B

ook of the Y
ear A

w
ard and the N

ational B
ook A

w
ard. 

H
e has w

ritten and published hundreds of poem
s, nine-

ty-eight short stories, eight novels and a novella. H
e has 

also com
piled five critically acclaim

ed poetry collections 
and nineteen collections of short fiction.	

.	


J
anet Sunderland, M

em
oir	


J
anet Sunderland is a poet and a m

em
oirist. H

er chap-
book A

t the B
oundary w

as published by Finishing L
ine 

Press in 2013. She grew
 up on a farm

 in K
ansas, but has 

traveled throughout the U
SA

, E
urope, M

exico, and the 
C

aribbean. She holds a B
FA

 from
 K

ansas State U
niver-

sity, an M
A

 from
 St. John’s C

ollege in Santa Fe, and an 
M

.D
iv from

 Sophia D
ivinity School. She serves on the 

executive board of W
hispering Prairie Press. She’s also 

a professional actress, a m
em

ber of Screen A
ctors 

G
uild, and teaches Public Speaking and W

riting. 



R
egistration 

!N
am

e_________________________________________	


A
ddress_______________________________________	


C
ity___________________State______Z

ip C
ode_____	


P
hone N

um
ber_________________________________	


E
m

ail:_________________________________________	


 I’m
 not a m

em
ber but I’m

 interested in joining the 
G

uild or a local chapter.	


F
riday-Saturday, A

pril, 29-30 2016	


Tuition includes Saturday lunch and evening banquet.	


  G
uild M

em
ber $175…

…
…

…
…

…
…

$_________	


  C
hapter M

em
ber $185…

…
…

…
…

…
$_________	


  N
on-M

em
ber $195…

…
…

…
…

…
…

  $ _________	


  Student R
ate $150 w

/current ID
 …

 $_________	


  E
A

R
LY B

IR
D

 D
ISC

O
U

N
T:	


 Subtract $20 before M
arch 2, 2016. $________	
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H
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N
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E

M
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T
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  S
U

N
D

AY M
A

ST
E

R C
L

A
SS   $50…

…
  $_________	


  E
xtra G

uest(s): Saturday L
uncheon	


           N
um

ber of guests_____ x $25 = $__________	


  E
xtra G

uest(s) Show
case B

anquet	


           N
um

ber of guests_____ x $35 = $__________	


T
O

TA
L

 E
N

C
L

O
SE

D
…

…
…

…
…

 $__________	


☐
	 V
egetarian

?	 ☐
	 Food

	 allergy?_
_
_
_
_
_
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 p
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 C
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h
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e T
aylor-B

u
tler, R

egistrar 
737 M

an
h

eim
 R

oad
 

K
an

sas C
ity, M

O
 6

4
10

9
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Please indicate preferred track to help us plan space:	

!

C
hildrens L

iterature	


A
dult L

iterature	

!
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F
riday, A

pril 29
 

P
ages w

ill be read in random
 order.  	


W
e cannot guarantee all subm

issions w
ill be read. 

A
uthor's nam

e is kept anonym
ous. 	
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Saturday, A
pril 30

 

A
 90 second open m

ike pitch in front of the faculty. 

P
lease rank preferred pitch in order of preference 

(space is lim
ited and based on availability):	


______F
irst P

ages	


______Shark Tank	

!

N
ote: Please research the faculty to m

ake sure your 
project is a good fit. Inform

ation on faculty is available 
through the M

W
G

 w
ebsite. 	


w
w

w
.M

isso
u

riW
rite

rsG
u

ild
.o

rg
 

*Tuition is non-refundable
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Sunday, M
ay 1

 
9:00am

  11:30am
	


C
hoose one: $50	


A
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R
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F
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T
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R
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H
arvey Stanbrough

“W
riting O

ff Into the D
ark” is an invalu-

able, Z
en-like technique and possibly the 

best-kept secret in w
riting. L

earning this 
one technique literally (not virtually) 
changed m

y life as a w
riter. If you w

ant to 
dram

atically increase your productivity as 
a w

riter and actually enjoy the w
riting 

process, this is the course you w
ant. 	
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F
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N
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J
en M

ann	

If you have a nonfiction book in m

ind, find 
out how

 to actually get the darn thing 
planned, w

ritten, and then subm
itted for 

publication. 	
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     J
ose F

aus (details to follow
)	
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        G
eorgia M

cB
ride, M

onth9B
ooks, 

   Sw
oon and Tantrum

 B
ooks	


!F. B
O

O
K

 R
E

V
ISIO

N
: M

ID
D

L
E

 G
R

A
D

E
 

     E
ileen R

obinson, M
ove B

ooks	

!

L
im

ited C
ritiques available	


For details please see w
ebsite. 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